
 

Math 100L: Lesson 4 

Appointment 1: Interjections; Exponents 

 

Read the following information to your Speaking Partner: 

Interjections are sound combinations that 
have specific meanings in spoken English. 
They are not real words, so usually they are 
not written. Here are some very common 
interjections: 

Interjection and Meaning: 

Uh-huh = Yes 
Uh-uh = No 
Uh-oh = I made a mistake / There’s a problem 
Huh? = What? 
Oops = I made a mistake 
Aha = I understand now 
Uh … / Hmm … = I’m thinking / I’m not sure 

 

Discussion Questions 

1. Are these interjections similar to sounds used in your own 
language to express meaning?  

2. Which of these sounds have you heard from the video 
lectures by Brother Baird?  

3. Using the interjections above, discuss your experience taking 
the math exam last week. 

 How did you do on the exam?  

 Was it difficult for you?  

 Did the Visual Charts help you to remember important points?  
4. Share an experience in which the “Aha” interjection makes 

sense.  
 

Flashcard 
Vocabulary 

 definitely (adv)  

 outcome (n)  

 area (n)  

 volume (n)  

 dimesion (n)  

 project (n)  

 

Helpful Vocabulary 

 knee-high to a 
grasshopper tall 
(idiom)  

 shorthand (n)  

 cool (adj)  

 parenthesis (n; pl 
“parentheses”)  

 inadvertent (adj)  

 to kid (v)  

 to hurt (v)  

 to earn (v)  

 exponential (adj)  

 to stick (v)  

 foolish (adj)  

 to devour (v)  

 to compete (v)  

 china cabinet (n)  

 to consume (v)  

 to spoil (v)  

 pleasure (n)  

 operation (n)  

 insurance (n)  

 to spend (v)  

 to survive (v)  

 madman/madwoman 
(n)  

 virtually (adv)  

 creditor (n)  

 a bill (n)  

 advertiser (n)  

 marketing (v)  

 lousy (adj)  

 sophisticated (adj)  

 to harness (v)  

 reunion (n)  



 

Exponent Practice 

This week, you will be learning how to work with exponents. Using exponents is a shorter way to write a 
multiplication problem. Two times two times two times two times two (2x2x2x2x2) can be written 2

5
. The 

small 5 is called an exponent. Sometimes it is called a power. A number with an exponent is spoken by 
saying “two to the fifth power.” Remember that an exponent next to a number does not mean multiplying 
the two numbers together, but rather multiplying the large number times itself. So the number represented 
by 2

5
 is 32. It is important that you are able to talk about exponents in English using the correct math 

terms. Have your Speaking Partner calculate the value of the following exponential expressions so you 
can listen to the correct math terminology. 
4

2
 

5
3
 

Now it’s your turn. Calculate the value of the following exponential expressions. 

3
3
 

2
6
 

Pronunciation Practice 

Practice saying numbers in English. 

10
4
 = 10,000 

10
8
 = 100,000,000 

10
3
 = 1,000 

7
4
 = 7 x 7 x 7 x 7 

49 = 7 x 7 
343 x 7 
2,401 
234 
8,796 
34.01 
43.2 

Mixed Fractions 

5 2/5 
8 6/13 
2 5/8 
7 1/6 

Improper Fractions 

32/4 
78/9 
28/7 
21/3 



 

Appointment 2: Savings; Calculator 

 

Bring your calculator for Visit #2 
Read the following information to your Speaking Partner. 

Gradually build a financial reserve, and use it for emergencies only. If you save a little money regularly, 
you will be surprised how much accumulates over time. 

President Gordon B. Hinckley has taught: “Set your houses in order. If you have paid your debts, if you 
have a reserve, even though it be small, then should storms howl about your head, you will have shelter 
for your wives and children and peace in your hearts” (“To the Boys and to the Men,” Ensign, October 
1998). 
“Money—There never seems to be quite as much as we’d like. But there is a way of stretching that cash 
to include some of the things you really want. If you really want to go to college, or if you really want to go 
on a mission, or if you really want to be a full tithe payer, or if you just want to be able to buy a birthday 
present for your sister, there is a way. It's called budgeting. Pay your tithing first, and get in the habit of 
saving” (Janet Thomas, “A Dollar Here, a Dollar There,” New Era, March 1990). 

 

Discussion Questions 

1. What is meant by “a financial reserve”?  
2. Do you have a savings account?  
3. Do you know what interest rates the banks in your town are paying right now?  
4. Do you think it is a good idea to put your money into a savings account even when the interest rates 

are low? Why?  
5. What kinds of things would you like to save money for?  

 

Calculator 

Read the following to your speaking partner. 

In Week 4 of this course, you can use a calculator for solving the math problems. Bring a basic scientific 
calculator—not a four-function calculator—to use in class and for assignments; these usually cost 
between 5 and 15 US dollars. Throughout this course you will be performing equations that require 
exponents and other functions not found on a regular calculator. A scientific calculator will have “sin,” 
“cos,” and “tan” buttons. (You do NOT need an expensive graphing calculator.) Online calculators like 
www.calculator.com can be a useful resource. The calculator may NOT be used in Chapter 1 (the first four 
weeks of the semester), but it will be used throughout the remainder of the class (Chapters 2, 3, and 4). 

http://www.calculator.com/calcs/calc_sci.html


 

Do you have a calculator? Have you tried using the online calculator? It is important to understand how to 
use a calculator for the rest of the course. Show your speaking partner how to calculate exponents on 
your calculator. What buttons do you press to calculate the value of the following exponents? 

1. 5
4
  

2. 6
3
  

3. 9
7
  

4. 4
8
  

5. 3
9
  

 

Pronunciation Practice 

Can vs. Can’t 
To hear hear the difference between can and can’t, you have to listen to the differences in the “a” sound 
and the stress on the verbs next to “can” and “can’t.” 
Listen to your Speaking Partner say the following sentences: 

 You can place the minus sign here. (Pronounce: kin place + stress on place)  

 You can’t place the minus sign here. (Pronounce: kant place + stress on can’t place)  
Now you practice saying the following sentences. First read the sentence, then say the sentence without 
looking at it. 

 Maria can lend you more money.  

 Maria can’t lend you more money.  

 I can put 100 pesos a month into a savings account.  

 I can’t put 100 pesos a month into a savings account.  
Look at the following list of activities. Which ones can you do? Which ones can't you do? Take turns with 
your Speaking Partner making true sentences with can and can't. 

 play the piano  

 run a mile  

 dance  

 sing  

 swim  

 iron a shirt  

 speak French  

 play soccer  

 sew a button on a shirt  

 bake a cake  

 make bread  

 use a calculator  

 


